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Summary: Leptogium subtile (Schrader) Torss. 
was found in two localities in Toyama Pref., 
central Honshu, Japan. This is the second report 
for the species in Japan. They have fertile 
apothecia and well developed thalli and the 
diagnostic features on them are described based 
on Japanese specimens. 

In 2006 and 2010, the authors found a 
tiny foliose species of the genus Leptogium 
over mosses growing on the trunk base of 
Cercidiphyllum japonicum in Nanto-shi and 
Nakaniikawa-gun, Toyama Prefecture, Honshu, 
Japan, at an elevation of 155 to 630 m. They 
have the following diagnostic characters: thallus 
gray to dark grayish brown, loosely attached to 
the substrate by lobe ends; lobes very small, 0.3- 
1 mm wide, lobe margins dividing into terete 
or more or less flattened extensions (0.02-0.03 
mm wide and 0.05-0.1 mm long); upper surface 
smooth; lower surface smooth, without rhizines; 
inside of thallus paraplectenchymatous. The 
apothecia scattered, lecanorine, 0.2-0.3 mm in 
diameter; the discs brown, epruinose; the margin 
entire, olive buff. Spores colorless, fusiform, 
submuriform, 1-2 / 5-6 septate, 22-23 x 8-9 
pm in size. These features coincide very well 
with the exsiccatae cited below. 

This species resembles L. lichenoides in 
having isidia-like extensions on lobe margins. 
However, the latter species differs in having 
wrinkled upper surface of lobes and larger 


spores 35^15 x 12-15 pm in size). In addition, 
L. subtile is a corticolous species, whereas L. 
lichenoides is a saxicolous species found in 
calcareous rocks. 

This species is widely distributed in the 
Northern Hemisphere, having been reported 
from Canada (Goward and Ahti 1992), Europe 
(Christensen et al. 1997, Purvis et al. 1992) , 
India (Kumar and Sequiera 2001) and Japan 
(Kashiwadani et al. 2001). The very few reports 
of this species from Japan seem to be due to 
the lack of attention, not due to lack of natural 
habitat. 

Specimen examined: JAPAN. Honshu. Prov. Etchu 
(Toyama Pref.): Ohiwa, Kamiichi-machi, Nakaniikawa- 
gun, over mosses on bark of Cercidiphyllum japonicum, alt. 
155 m, 14 November 2010, H. Kashiwadani 48992 (TNS); 
Momosegawa, Toga-mura, Nanto-shi, over mosses on bark 
of Cercidiphyllum japonicum along river, alt. ca. 630 m, 16 
November 2006, K. H. Moon 11402 (TNS) 

Exsiccatae examined. Magnusson, Lich. Sel. Scand. 
Exs. 314 (TNS). Vezda, Lich. Sel. Exs. 81 (TNS). 

We wish to express our sincere thanks to 
Dr. S. Y. Yoon, Hankuk University of Foreign 
Studies, Seoul for her corrections of our English 
manuscript. The field study in 2010 was earned 
out for the revision of “the Red Data Book 
Toyama 2002”, which was organized by Toyama 
Prefecture. 
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Fig. 1. Leptogium subtile (Schrader) Torss. (H. Kashiwadani 48992, TNS). Scale bar = 0.3 mm. 
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